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J&rmary £ ? J953 



Mr* Ezra Ifoffc Bcroqw ^creta^y-cSaoigsate c£ th& 
Bqpsnmsnt of &g»iCQXttt?S f called tsgt« tc^y Ofcd v/»5atey<&iSL if ^esrtf. 
ready to report on the, fcas^ca 'feud su bmitted toz lavoff tinatjgro. He 
Stated he \7£<s j^Ucularty i^teyqcStsd jfo l l and I tetd bin* 

thta vroald ba completed within $fcG.'*icai 3&y# i £c*^ him. tbG status ot 
the p( thej investigation tu& foilov^: 



*- fc* dictation totf&y 
- in dictation, tsdpy 




v3 



i told £Sr« . Bcnsott X ponid c^sdSte tfeotf & ^bicU *y e 
pdftdiag e&d V70tdd eend copica ot ik* iutnastln&ti&rxD to hlsix erad t£.<Sovc3?B^ 
Adoaad* Mr* Wesson said Ciarstfcc 2& ps*tieula*l$r slifcutd gfr 

to Governor iA$2ai& jboc&uDQ :fco wo ^pptstatstS^c^i^ry, Mar* Bottjspfc * 
.tftctffcd hq wpa grssontty in ih& V* arid I2uil^in0 sm K Rofl&S* 201 

X told him liaotdd have the xoatariQl fiant to bt£a tho*e. 




VATS 

US' 



John XSagay fteovotf 



« czi.- r - - - 



it 




bo 
'b7C 



'.'Jawttosy '1953 



shs&tf would Istio to have. 





2 - - , r 



• '■ .- •• 1*^5%^ 
■■■■■■■ .* . fc^^S?" 

— ... ... .... .J , • . .mm^k 

craoaiilc oa people by i&gayfaao&ta M.W^^^ 



reliethis'g ofr &3t t&a : Bisgqatt liad a'.crjboaiUc oa people b y £6j?arfaa*oat a , y 




ft 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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FB^SALT LAKE CITY 
HRECTOR 



12-26-52 
URGENT 



9-50 PM 



fh ATTN ASST DIRECTOR ROSEN 

sx 



^Lja^ Nichol 
J&r. Belmoi 
Sir. Ctegg- 
Mr. Glavin. 
Mr, Harfco. 
Mr. Bosen-A^t; 
Mr. Tracy..™- -JO^ 
Mr. LaugWin - . i 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Wintcrrov/4 % 
Tele. Bosra 
Mr. Holloman — 




EZRA TAF'jfBENSON, SI* SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE DESIGNEE WHO IS TO BE-/"/ 
IN SU TILL JAN. THIRD NEXT TELEPHONED SU OFFICE TODAY REQUESTING 




INVESTIGATIONS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR PROSPECTIVE APPOINTEES A RTHUR^ 

l*L._" 'JzLjI. '^rztew 



^ ^HAYCOCK AND CLARENCE Jf^FE 



>fU_FERGUSON, WHO ARE BEING CONSIDERED FOR 



responsible usda appointments. benson stated previous requests made 
by him Direct to bureau, but called su this instance in interest of 
jik economy. benson requested to be advised when he could expect results 

SI 



INVESTIGATIONS PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED OF BUREAU AS FOLLOWS — 



.;!-¥! 



BENSON ALSO STATED NO LONGER CONSIDERING 

2. 



1 



T 



MO 

o> 

w 

WHOSE NAMES PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED THE, BUREAu/aND INVESTIGATION N^. 
ONGER NECESSARY THESE TWO. INSTANT REQUEST AND INFORMATION FURNISHED |\ 

REC0BDEDr86 , \,^M 



REGARDING EACH AS FOLLOWS 



END PAGE ONE 




5 * VI-" 



/ f : 



I 

« & r 



* 



PAGE TWO 



CLARENCE M. FERGUSON, SI, BORN CANADA AND GRADUATED ONTARIO AGRI- 
CULTURAL COLLEGE ONTARIO CANADA NINETEEN-TWENTYONE. ATTENDED MICHIGAN 
STATE COLLEGE LANSING MICHIGAN NINETEEN- TWENTYTWO UNTIL NINETEEN- 
TWENTYEIGHT. EMPLOYED AS TECHNICAL EMPLOYEE USDA COLOMBIA SO. AMERICA 
NINETEEN- TWENTYEIGHT, POULTRY SPECIALIST NINETEEN-TWENTYNINE TO FORTY- 
EIGHT AND DIRECTOR AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE EXTENSION SERVICE NINETEEN- 
FORTYEIGHT TO PRESENT OHIO STATE COLLEGE, COLUMBUS OHIO, MARRIED, 
RESIDENCE COLUMBUS OHIO. FERGUSON BEING CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY USDA. . ' 





* 
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PAGE THREE 



ARTHUR W. HAYCOCK, SI. BORN SEPT, FOUR, NINETEEN-SIXTEEN FARMINGTON 
UTAH AND EDUCATED SU SCHOOLS GRADUATING LATTER DAY SAINTS BUSINESS 
COLLEGE SU, EMPLOYED AS CLERK QUARTERMASTER OFFICE FORT DOUGLAS UTAH 
NINETEEN-THIRTYFOUR TO THIRTYFIVE, MISSIONARY CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER DAY SAINTS HONULULU HAWAII NINETEEN-THIRTYFIVE TO THIRTYSEVEN 
STENO SALT LAKE CITY TRIBUNE NEWSPAPER NINETEEN- THIRTYSEVEN TO 
THIRTYEIGHT RESIGNED TO ACCEPT POSITION AS ACCOUNTANT LDS CHURCH NINETEEN 
THIRTYEIGHT TO FORTYTHREE, ASST SUPT., SALT LAKE CITY UNION DEPOT - 
DRGW-RR NINETEEN-FORTYTHREE TO FORTYFIVE, OFFICE MANAGER IMPROVEMENT 
ERA MAGAZINE N I NE TEE N-F ORTYF I VE TO FORTYSEVEN, CONFIDENTIAL SECRETARY 
GEORGE ALBERT SMITH DECEASED PRESIDENT LDS CHURCH NINETEEN-FORTYSEVEN' . 
TO FIFTYONE, SECRETARY IN OFFICE OF PRESIDENT LDS CHURCH NINETEEN- 
FIFTYONE TO PRESENT ALL SU. MARRIED, RESIDENT SU FIFTEEN YRS., 
PRESENTLY RESIDING SIX FIVE THREE RAMBLER , DRIVE, SU, ACTIVE REPUBLICAN ' 

PARTY OF UTAH AND ACQUAINTED SA-S | 

PRESENTLY ASSIGNED SU. HAYCOCK BEING CONSIDERED FOR APPOINTMENT' 



PERSONAL SECRETARY TO BENSON. SU WILL INSTITUTE INVESTIGATION HAYCOCK 
UACB TWENTYSEVENTH INSTANT. CINCINATTI ADVISED AMSD. 



CORNELIUS 



END ACK AND DISC 



11-02 'PM OK FBI WA ELR 



J 



V 



STANDARD FORM NO. 54 



Office Memorandum • united stat! s government 
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to : Mr. Rosen! 

FROM 




date: December 27, 1952 



H. B. Wood 

1 subject*. EZRA TAP ^BENSON- 
SPECIAL ENQUIRY 



Reference is made to the teletype dated 12/26/52 
from Salt Lake City in this matter in which it is stated 
that Mr. Benson requested the stafeua of a number of i,T)Tflat ,i M 
^Xations in cluding those on | - — - ^ 

^ 1 | Since "the Bureau records 'do not"indicat J e the receipt 





Tele. Rs. 



Oaady_ 



oi, pne requests for these two investigations, a phone call waa. 
made to the Salt Lake City Office at 5:15 P. M, today and SAF 
I I who wa s on duty in that office, was instructed to have 



Mr. Benson contacted immediately and endeavor to determine in a 
disfcreefc manner the correct spelling of the two subjects' names 
and also the time when the requests for thes'e investigations were 
made and where and by what method, . 

A reply was received fry teletype giving background data 
in regard to | [ but not answering the 

questions as -co "cne request for investigation. The Salt Lake Ci tv 
£f£lce was, therefore, recontacted at 10:30 P. M* and ClerkH^ — I 

l was instructed to A the SAC sutel immediately the required 

information. UtttB- ■ 

v u , f* i 1 :^ 0 P * M * ^ Corne lius advised telephonically that 
he had contacted Mr. Benson and the latter stated that acc ording 

to his recollection he had requested the investigation of] . 
on December 17, 1952 by long distance telepho ne call to th k Bureau? 
from Atlanta, Ga., at which time he talked to I I V> f -hv^ \ A 



P. B. I." He stated that he requested the investigatio n of 
on December 22, 1952 by local phone call to I _ I in W ashington^ 
D. C. Mr. Cornelius stated that Mr. Benson said that he had his 
records of these requests at his office in Salt Lake City where he 
would be available on Monday morning. Mr. Cornelius felt that 
further contacts with Mr. Benson in this regard should be avoided 
if possible and he was instructed not to contact Benson on Monday 
•as^^^se investigations unless he heard further from the Bureau. 5 

ADDENDUM (December 28, 195|c fiVD£)(£^ 6 7Zr S^^f"^£ | 

Teletypes were ^ent to Dallas 3anu%ilrlri&ra ft l d ordering & 
investigations concerning [respectively. <= 

m accordance with Mr. La dd ' s AnstructionsT £ * L 




e 



JAN 2619531 




n 




Tolson 

Ladd 

Nichols _ 
Belmonc. 



Glavin 

Harbo 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Laughlin. 
Mohr. 

Winterrowd. 
Tele. R m . 

Holloman 

Gandy 






^ F >RT>H5D 

JAN 19 1953 
Times-HeraU 

Wash. Post 

Wash. News' 

Wash. Star - l « 

N.Y. Herald Tribune 

NvYt Mft-ror^ 



W 26 195$ 



Date: JAJU519o3 



iff <^S^J?5ft 



J 




as 



tW J - «is e ... fl & «8i,. eas -/or.^**s 
••ft, ^fer „ . 



,.vT is * oV 



to 



.id * e 
C\es* 



MS 



c ept 



stt -ae(*. ^'contest. f aP poitvtee 



io«. 



It 



J 5!*\ 



T^mTi.L. 



Mr. Benson had # tlit uw sfi- 
aence of the rural population 
because of his work from 1939 
to 1943 as executive secretary of 
the National Council of Farmer 
Co-operatives. 

Starts Work Quickly. 
He set out on his mission 
almost immediately. The conver- 
sation reported above occurred 
on the Monday before Thanks- 
giving. He returned to Salt Lake ! 
and prepared to revisit America !■ 
but the death of an associate de- I 
laved him a little. He went to 
the funeral on a Monday. On' 
Tuesday he was in Los Angeles. 1 
He saw 50 agricultural leaders 1 
on that day and conferred with - 
many of them personally, as he 5 
hkes to do. One of them was the . 
president and general manager 1 
of Sunkisfc, the largest co-oper- j 
ative in the world. He saw the - 
heads of the Farm Bureau and ! 
the Grange, the poultry produc- I 
ers and the poultry processors ! 
the growers of the tender greens' 1 
lettuce, spinach and broccoli; the i 
walnut people, the grape grow- ? 
' ers, and the , big cotton growers/ 
California has one of the biggest 
cotton crops in the Nation. 

He was re-acquainting himself i 
with agriculture and its prob- 

i ;^ He was askin £ what 1 
should be dpne. And also in the 
Los Angeles meetings, which were 
repeated all over the country 
he was recruiting for the new 
department he will head. 

Lefc no one be confused by 
the term co-operative. There are 
co-operative groups, mostly con- 
sumer co-operatives, whose lead- 
ers are termed liberals by their 
friends and radicals by their 
.opponents. But the big organi-j 
zation he managed for four years 
is the most conservative element 
in agriculture; more conserva- 
tive than the reconstituted Farm 
Bureau. 



-CWs Come Ba ufe ih. 



conservative elements "Zfu 
Faim Bureau, the Grange an 
ge co-operatives-are going ™ 

Jace b and ^ successors, are^om 1 
wired ahead to » w i ^ H< 

°«* he gave ™ he s * arted 
thought to 'nl pa T rti <™lar 
Mormon ChurTwhen f 

tL Te * as managed to make ?H 
He returned to Salt La ke J 



£*w farm leaders of Illinois -iri- 
Mny Michigan,, bhio; lowa' 

?>• -*i ^ ^Theh- Sees Bran iia n •"' - ; 

Sf. department •on i -toFtrfb 
te° h s fflade '. for some dlffiS' 
\3 es \ Som e of them did nST-nr. 
deratand 'that ; it was . 
^Protocol • H?>If no \^f 
j.tary of .Agrlemture yet. - * 

American. 'Airwavs ' Sfi^ 
at Sixteenth and K 

- r.^vwas, there- ,-he was,-W~ 
viewed : at ! -9 • p.m.- He w-h^ 
arriving ^ t&Sag 

.gomg about- his job --fc, t ,ls 
fi. ioom with a w^ 6 .* 85 
^We with 'ashtSyf S*°f 

5 B ensondoes not smokV 
but he provides for those who do' 

Pi Batter of IthaSVw V 

^viewer^waiSS ^J W, %'** 
that Jfr -^aSSr?l 8 gath e«<3 



^e already, m A ^ 

Babel, : arriveaY ; S 
•f^Salfc Lake 

Europe for flto.Aiwb. in i 9 « 

PeoRlfheS^themXT^ 1 ^ 

asual nianH^^.^est u a . 
For ntJn *5. during the crisis 

at fhst S v fc fe we ^. ^Juctaht 
from the. Qerm^ SU S eced m «Ph 

would do if ■ Th^f d ? ne - th ex 
of potatoes" to gI^J 6 
next . year withnn 6 any - 
tjon. lhey .^n^t^ sueges " 

*>*e P6rkproduci POtet ? es *** 
wise 'bB i wfa at would other!. 

sonality seem* \.. Hfs per - 

of • quality 'r^° mbl ? e a l0 * 

ffiatur}^^ y 'isi,^ r t sSJ u ve 
_^a* a Mission Means.- 



i 



i«e-rih thfe i» d »°^to.f|^ 
creased" th e ifg,* 6 . ^mily^ 



fwry oae . ^ wo of high school 

^ ^^oe 
Parted thi3 ^ de * ah5 , 

Sd^is°tl^tsg^ 

midriff ' H^^^cfciiess ajP^» 
went1i on f^orkod fast a ^ g 

»e gave «« **S* •« 

^Besi de the tefe^ 
¥reen. nea<: tri-Tr c *°Pi tisuni^ 



I 



flow ■V'taeSber .of ■■ tke jfatio^ ' 

Scouts- or America;? ' ' * . B<?y 
Jfc was a' beautiful valley wher* 

tains rjse-. to.-heights of ainw 
two miles on either ! L£--3£3* 



. Chosen • f of Mission. 



■father, was selected to TO oa „ 
The chn^ t he > was *ta>ted.. 



the boys hunted deer. ote£ iW7 
great while, they. got. on* V*'* 

^Wh n ^ e farming wa's'funi.feo., 
«e ^sald. ^'was when i a ^ 

sn*2L*i ^ aD y^ing.newXwe 
suggested, whet her: -tt ^aS* £?• 



.tajion of* crops 0r ; a'liewtratii^ 
Vv^^f^hereta 1 



and Se S S he » nd; ? e chlcfc ^ -< ^ r 6ou 'b«* ' another^ 40 
Father, /|. ?^ e w ^ With the family, BW.it 



meats^C j^.-W«t mo- | age te e y. worked ^V^ 6 " of 
father's- te& 0 aother read |>e:^tote^ fe ^M 



and listening to 
father's letters." 



,i tcoschool^a- «JCL2Sr:«5* ®> 



miss. 



ne ver,seen, 

Rode Horse ^School. 
hi^ U ^^ a rode * horse to 



«It .was thi^i^ »M 
treading the StaaSSsfe^* 8 *! 



hi^r*,, '_,r~ W used ai^POCElybse *' t£ t* s w ?«* »,tne 

ifr was a*happy;iif P 0 1 « ^""2- ejected' for 'a. m*«_ 
counted it Th ZL Z. ' Bs 

Scouts tw V, ^ a 



He ; got" At ^ a $ 8 .? c ^shi P ; 
^55 s&.ch«dAf ' : ^'^"w: 



0&:*m hd3O. wiftFTTTTfllped '■ 

/make* thV-ldabo' potato famous;! 

.C^optraUveCouacirjii; 1933 and 
dldsraduate Work la agrteiilture 
afc.:the .TT6iTCr 6 lty*of. California ' 

;ta;i93>8. / • •■ : r u y j 

/ If^T «C 1939. He wis 
^?^ buMy ^«^taiy of th e 
, National Council of tanner Co. 



1i flta™^' X*pproachin? 
eratire AssoefatrnU u„_. _ 



'5«« l7e Association, hasr-a sis 
nnto.constnictlqn and.Kafe 

I: Secona.Mlssidn/AfieV War " 
12. Apostles,., the :, ruling 

pYent. on. his second '.mission to 

Eurow^tet-thewar^His church 
P^t^dldnotendhbtatevel; 

ta. : atoculture-andV C0 -6perattves. 
He h as beep t|ie prJnclpaI 

er at the annual ineetlnffs of ttw 
American Institute cl "co-oper! 
Hon. in recent years. . ™ 
• Heclearty .outlined his ideas in 
*V^ lk " before tft e institute a t 
Madison.-wiSc. m August 

i ; «irff d^v!' he ^ald 
Jft od * y . . thes i r <»n«e5t-bulwarfc 
;*« f h We:agalhst;alI. that Is aimed 
i«ot only at..weakehlne bul If 
•the^very destruction ottU 

Hw^Sd^ 

Sepen^L^ 11 ^ our 
aepend on Government Jnstead 

Pfrrelytar on; themselves ™ " 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
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Office Memory • united st,- : IV ^Government 



TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



Mr. Tolsoi 
L. B. Nichols 



Last meek ml 



mTTT Tlprpmher 31, 1952 



Telft. Rooa 



fn I n ailed Ezra Taft Benson t o inquire 

whether | had withdrawn ^ Mr. Benson stated 

he had considerable pressure from the Eisenhower organisation 
to complete his staff at the Department of Agriculture . Mr. 
Benson wondered if we could telephone him when the investiga- 
tions were completed. I told him that I doubted if we could 
do this. He then asked* if we could wire him if there is no 
derogatory information and state merely that a letter follows. 
I told him we would handle these investigations as rapidly as 
we could and keep him informed. 

I then checked with the Director and he stated that 
we could not be put in a position of evaluating the investigations. 
We would have to send him air mail letters'* 

tjt It is suggested that the investigations requested by 

^ $ J '^Mr. Benson be carried out as expeditiously as possible. 
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PROM 



Mr. Tolson. 



L. B. JSTichols. 
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"i|i30VEE.NMENT 

DATE .January 22, 1953 



SUBJECT : 



SPECIAL INQUIR^ 



( 



While talking to Secretary Benson of the Agriculture 
\ De partment, he sta ted we could discontinue our: investigation 
1 on | | inasmuch. 4 as he is now definitely out of the 

/ picture . I told him we would discontinue this investigation: 
• immediately. 



Mr. Benson stated he wanted to take this opportunity 
3f expressing his appreciation and commendation of the Bureau 
for the splendid, job which .it *had done in handling the investigations 
which he had requested. He was apologetic about the time and 
hopes his persistence was understood. I told him definitely we 
understood thoroughly; that the Director was very glad to be of 
assistance. He asked that we call on him if at any time he can be 
of service. 



cc: Mr. J^add 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Callan 
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PVERNMENT 



TO 



PROM i 



SUBJECT: 



MR. JD. M. LAD. 



A. E. Belmon 




DATE: 

November 20 , 1938 

- 7 Glavin- 




WJT BENSON 
SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 



/ 



Harbo- 
Rosea- 
Tracy - 



Gearty - 
Mohr— 



^Pinterrowd — 
Tele. Room — 
Hollomao 

si 200 

Miss Candy — 



While Mr. Roach was discussing other matters with Under 
Secretary of State Smith this afternoon (11-20-53), Smith commented 
Hn passing that the President is a little Heed-off 1, with Secretary 
of Agriculture Benson, the re&s&n f ogy this being, according to 
Smith, that Benson has not been successful in quieting the farmers, 
cattlemen, dairymen, and Capitol Sill; further, that the Department 
of State has just received a protest from the Canadian* Government 
that Benson announced that henceforth the Canadians must cut down 
on their exportation of oats to the United States. Concerning this 
protest the Canadians had advised, n We will discontinue our export 
of oats completely but must ask that the Americans discontinue their 
export to Canada of all fruits and vegetables. n 

According to Smith, things are getting more confused all 
the time. The northern states 1 grain growers are demanding less 
Canadian imports, while' the southern fruit and vegetable growers are 
complaining that their market in Canada is being shut off. Smith 

i states that the matter has now been passed to the White House and 
that the President is unhappy about the whole tjiing. Smith commented 
that it looks like Benson will be the* fall guy*l 

ACTION : 

None A For your information 

v * 
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Tamm 
Trotter . 
Nease _ 
Tele. Room , 
Holloman 
Gandy . 



Proxmire s 
Asks Ouster 
Of Benson I 



Sept. 12 



WASHINGTO 
(tfl. — Sen. WiJJL iv ^ 
Wj[s^ urged Resident Eisen- 
hower today to ousjLAgriculture 
Sec retary Ezra Jla^ e nson. 

Mr. Henson should 1- ' be ' re- 
placed "immediately with some 
one who will act promptly* and 
with determination to raise 
farmers' income to a fair 'level, 1 
he said. 

■Sen. Proxmire was a surprise 
Democratic winner over former 
Republican Gov. Walter Kohler 
in a special election Aug. £7 to 
fill the seat of the late Sen. Jo- 
seph R. McCarthy. 

He wired the President that 
his two-to-one victory was an 
"unmistakable repudiation \qf 
Secretary Benson ancf the farm 
policies * whiSh he has advo> 
eate d." / 1 , A 




Wash, Post and . 

Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star 

N, Y. Herald 

Tribune 
N. Y. Journal- 

American 
N. Y. Mirror 



Vl-lS*- NOT Recorded"* 

141 SEP 17 1957 



N. Y. Daily News 

N. Y. Times 

Daily Worker 

The Worker 

New Leader 



■5 SEP 20 W 
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Mr. A. S. Belmon 



Mr. B. B. Boach 
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EZRA TAFT BENSON 
SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 




• UNITED S^4f GOVERNMENT 

V 

date: January 9, 1958 




Parsons . 
Rosen 



and 



I 



1 Washin gton industrial 
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hotter . 
ease — 



(Repub lican - iomaJ s cai±ea Liaison Agent 
1958. 
in the 



Tele. Room , 
Holloman 

GK f, } . vr- 

Senator Bou rJce B. EicJcenlooper ^ r *5*L 



on January 9 3 h 
ystated he felt the Director mouia be interested hi D 



following information. 




ACTION: 



For information, 




CWBsbjt 
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1 - Mr . Urease 
1 - Mr. £ Belmont 
1 - 
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T he Washington Merry-<S<p-gSon ii^ 

Ike Steadfastly 
Retains Benson 

By Drew Pe&soitj*^. ^ 




Pearson 



Eepublican leaders have 
tried everything short of tar 
iand feathers to force Secre- 
tary of A gricul tare . Kgra lTaf t 
Benson to -re-tf- a^^^^ T^" 
sighrbut, Hke^-B ^ J 
the man whoj : t*% 'Wi ' 
came to dinner, " 
he has refused 
to take the 
hint* 

The trouble 
is that Presi- 
dent Eisen* 
liower, won't 
ask for his 
r e s i g nation, 
and Benson ap- 
parently won't offer it. The 
President, who admires Ben- 
son's spiritual qualities, 
doesn't want to create an "un- 
pleasant situation 1 * by show- 
ing him the door. 

The men around Ike, in- 
cluding both Vice president 
Dick JSTixon and Assistant 
President Sherman Adams, 
are les£ sensitive. They have 
been trying their best to shove 
the unwanted Secretary out 
the nearest exit, 

But like the boulders of his 
native Rocky Mountains, Ben- 
son isn't easy to budge. He is 
carrying out his farm program 
with the zeal of a religious 
crusade, and looks jupon those 
who disagree with him as men 
too weak to resist political 
temptations. 

Meanwhile, here is the 
story of the backstage manip- 
ulations to get rid of him: 

South Dakota's plump, 
plaintive Sen, Karl Mundt, 
speaking for farm-state' Re 
publicans, called on Adams 
last Nov* 22 to demand Ben- 
son's removal It was the 
only way, Mundt warned, to 
prevent a Republican calamity 
at the polls in 1958, 

Adams, who needed no con- 
vincing, promised: "Benson 
will be or*t of the. Cabinet by 
Christmas;* 



- 1 

No, Christmas Present 

But Santa Claus came and 
went, leaving no new Secre- 
tary of Agriculture in the 
GOP stocking, 

Kansas' kindly Sen. Frank 
Carlson, who kept at Ike's 
elbow throughout the 1952 
campaign and , could have 
taken the Agriculture post 
for himself, made repeated 
visits to the White House 
tirging Benson's dismissal 
Vice President Nixon was also 
active behind the scenes, try- 
ing to send Benson back to 
iutah. , ^ 
I Finally Sen, Ed Thye, 
ja Minnesota farmer, wrote 
an urgent letter to 
Eisenhower requesting an ap- 
pointment, Thye Intended to 
lay it on the line with the 
President and tell him either 
Benson would have to go or 
dozens of good Republicans 
would be defeated in farm 
areas. Thye also planned to 
ask the President to stop Ben 
son from dropping dairy sup- 
port prices on April % 

The day before his presi- 
dential appointment, Thye had 
lunch with Sherman Adams, 
u .; O 



to .discuss strategy.. Thy e, who 
is running' for reelection in 
Minnesota this year, com- 
plained that his seat was in 
peril because of Benson, 

"You tell me how to get rid 
of him," said Adams. "The 
President will accept his resig- 
nation if he gives it. But Ben- 
son is not making the , offer, 
and Ike isn't going to ask for 
it because he doesn't want an 
unpleasant situation/' 

Soft-Hearted Ed 

When Thye called on the 
President' next day, Adams, 
Nixon ^and several GOP Sena- 
tors who knew his mission 
crossed their fingers.' 

Ike greeted x the big Min- 
nesotan with a booming: "How 
are you, Ed?'* 

'Mr. 'President," Thye re- 
plied, "I have a big job on my 
hands this ialL" 
**"X hope you are reelected," 
Ike said 1 .. "You aire the kind 
of Republican we need. You 
are not too far over on the 
left, and you are not to t o far 
on the right," 

This was the opening for 
Thye to bring up the Benson 
problem, but he suddenly got 
cold feet Instead, he pulled 
out a set of figures and tried 
to prove to the President that 
dairy supporjt prices should 
| not be lowered from $3,25 to 
DO a hundredweight on 
April 1. 

"I don't want to hurt the 
farmers," promised the Presi- 
dent "I will give this my per- 
sonal attention," 

Thye left without mention- 
ing Benson's name. Later he 
explained lamely to his GOP 
colleagues that he didn't want 
to drag personalities into it 
Knowing the President's dis- 
like for mixing personalities 
with issues, Thye decided to 
stick to the dairy question. 

The - following Monday, 
Secretary Benson slipped into 
the White House through a 
side door to avoid reporters. 
He handed the President a 
different set of figures on 
da^^TicJS. k 



\2Zr - h*: 7? 





tl^/3 F n*ohr -p^-j 

^J^Parsons ff S 
Rosen 
Tamm 
Trotter _ 
Clayton 




Tele , Boom 

Hoi Ionian 

Gandy 



"If you^yield t$ the 4*ury! 
people, the wheat, corn, cotton! 
and feed-grain people will al- 
so ivant higher supports," Ben- 
son argued. 

He claimed there was grow- 
ing sentiment in Congress for 
his farm program. Following 
his brutal cross-examination 
oy the Senate Agriculture 
Committee, Benson told the' 
President he had received 244 
letters personally addressed 'to 
him. Of these, he said, 180 
were friendly and favorable, 
"And the favorable letters," 
he added, "were handwritten " 
When Benson walked out; 
he was still Secretary of Agri- 
culture and his farm program 
was still the official position 
of the Eisenhower Adminis- 
tration* 

{Copyright, 1353, Bell Syndicate, Xho?) 

f Drew Pearson mil predict 
whether FCC Commissioner 
Mack will lose his job, over 
WTOP Radio at S:45 p. 
today* 



Wash, Post and 
Times Herald 

Wash, News 

Wash, Star 

N. Y. Herald _ 

Tribune 
N. Y, Journal-— 

American 
N. Y* Mirror 



N. Y. Daily News 

N. Y. Times 

Daily Worker 

The Worker 

New Leader 



Date g tOSC 



64 FEB 27 1958 



ZRA TAFT BENSON 

I907 QUINCY STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON II. D. C. 



| Mr. Tolson. 
| Mr. Belmoni 
I MrCS^oat 
I M«®cGuire. 

I Mr. Mohr 

J Mr. Parsons- 
| Mr. Rosen — 

December 7, 195^£;g3t 



,c\!L. 



Dear Director Hoover: 

My husband greatly appreciated your prayerful 
wishes and thoughtfulness in remembering him. 
He asked me to send you his sincere thanks* 

Sincerely yours, 



(Mrs. Ezra Taffj^Senson) 



| Mr. V/.C.Sulliv^ 
? Tele. Boom 



Miss Gaiid7— — 





Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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AIR MAIL 
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TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, SALT LAKE CITY 
& 

EZRA TAFT BENSON 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



(PERSONAL ATTENTION) 
(80-0) 




JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INTERNAL SECURITY 



L;-A^-nT^?\Va B' 





On 9/18/62 I received a call from the Honorable 
EZRA TAFT BENSON, former Secretary of Agriculture in the 
Eisenhower administration, who is one of the Council of 
Twelve,, the governing, body of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saintg^Mormon) . Mr. BENSON requested an 
appointment With me to discuss the following matter: 

He is concerned about Commiinism and what he 
terms Socialism in the United States and feels that the 
American people are not fully aware of its dangers. He 
feels that the Director of the FBI for many years has been 
warning the public about the menace of Communism and he 
believes that the Director is the foremost authority on 
this menace today. 

Mr. BENSON states he has conducted considerable 
research concerning the John Birch Society and has found 
nothing actually wrong with its activities and purposes. 
He mentioned that ROBERT H. WELCH, President of the Society , 
had made some "foolish" remarks in some letters in the past 
concerning President EISENHOWER, Dr. MILTON EISENHOWER and 
one or two other Government officials, but that to a large 
extent these statements by WELCH had been misconstrued in 
that^pLCH actually meant that President-EISENHOWER had been 
by others in formulating poMcies, thgrfrt were not 
^ ,^gyigh against Communism. 

Bureau (AM) (REGISTERED) RE'Q* Of! 7*7 — S^^'?*?** 

- Salt Lake City n v 4 <M U^^^S^m 
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Mr. BENSON stated he knew many leading citizens 
who were members of the Birch Society and regarded them- 
as patriotic and great Americans. He stated he is aware 
of the controversies concerning this ^society, but that 
he feels most people do not actually know the true aims 
of the Society in combating Communism and Socialism. He 
mentioned that even the Deseret News and Telegram (owned 
by the LDS Church) had published an editorial criticizing 
the John Birch Society and that he, BENSON, honestly felt 
the newspaper did not fully understand the purpose of the 
Society. 

BENSON has reached the conclusion the Society is b6 
doing a lot of good in combating Communism and feels that t>7C 
it is natrintir. in i±s motives. He related in confidence 



that 



has been approached by the 



Birch Society to be their representative in Utah and sur- 
rounding states; that the Society has no "coordinator" in 
Utah and th at activities are handled by the coordinator 
at Denver. I I has been offered the position of 

"coordinator" in western stat es, but has not yet discussed 
his decision with| ~| Mr, BENSON states he knows 

will consult with him soon concerning 



that 



becoming affiliated with the Birch Society. 



his opxnxon aooux 

BENSON stated he realized the FBI does not sanction or 
endorse any group, but he wanted to know of f-the-record 
how the FBI feels about the Birch Society and whether or 
not it has been investigated and any conclusions reached.- 

I informed Mr. BENSON that of course we were 
purely a fact-finding agency and that he was correct in 
his comment that the FBI does not have the authority to 
comment or evaluate the character or integrity of any 
person or organization; that the FBI is interested only in 
subversive elements, particularly those that might attempt 
to infiltrate or take over some organization purely for 
subversive purposes. I informed him of f-the-record in 

- 2 - 
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response to his direct question that to my knowledge the 
FBI has not investigated the John Birch Society as such 
in this area, but that of course it would have to be his 
own decision concerning any affiliation with the Society 
or any other group. Mr. BENSON stated he realized this 
but that he appreciated my conferring with him at his 
request. 



oi spefeCfles. — i nave noi neaxu mm dux 'understand that he 
is a capable speaker and strongly opposes Communism and 
Socialism in his remarks. The BENSON family is highly 
regarded in church circles in this area, and | | 
is one of the highest ranking IDS Church officials. 
Mr. BENSON had just received from the Publisher a copy 
of the Director's new book, "A Study of Communism," which 
he had on his desk and which probably prompted his contacting 
me about the above matter. 

Mr. BENSON mentioned that he would be on a trip 
in the eastern part of the United States within the next 
few days, and that he might personally contact the Director 
to confer with him about the menace of Communism and the 
role of the Birch Society. 

The above is furnished to the Director since he 
might be contacted in the next few days by Mr. BENSON, who 
is a strong admirer of the Director T s. 



It is to be noted that 
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date: 9_21-62 



FROM 



subject: 



M. 




EZRA TAFT BENSON 
FORMER SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 




Mai one . 
Rosen _ 



Snlli vnn 






Tele. R^qm 






Holmes^"" 






RnnHy f 






BACKGROUND: 

By airtel dated 9-18-62, SAC, Salt Lake .City advised that on that date he 
had received a call from former Secretary Benson, who is on the Governing Board of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of LatteivDay Saints. Benson stated he was concerned about 
communism*and h^rfeels that the Director is the foremost authority on this subject. He 
indicated h&3iad ppjfcucted considerable research concerning the John Birch Society and 
has found nothing ^actually wrong with its activities and proposes other than the fact that 
Robert H. Welch haS made some foolish remarks regarding high Government officials. 
He further berlieveTs^that Welch 1 s remarks have been to some extent misconstrued . He 



has reachecgfche conclusion that the Society is doing a lot of good in comb ating communism 
and feel s that^it isipatriotic in its motives* He related in confidence tha tl " 
I I ha^fieen approached by the Birch Society to be their representative in Utah arid 

surrounding statejs. He has been offered t he position o f "coordinator" in western states, 

~ Benson realizes the FBI does not 

the -record how the FJBI feels 



but has not yet discussed his decision with[ 
sanction or endorse any group, but he wanted to know off 

about the Bii-ch Society and whether it has been investigated or any conclusions reached. 
The. SAC informed Benson off -the -record in response to his question ttfat tqjthe SAC's 
knowledge the FBI has not investigated the Birch Society as such iri the! Salt Lake City 
area, but that any affiliation with the Society would have to be Benson's* decision. 

I Benson mentioned to the SAC that he would be on a trip in the eastern part 
of the United States within the next few days- and that he might personally contact the 
Director to confer with him about the menace of communism and the role of the Birc 
Society. Titere is set forth below a brief resume of pertinent data in Bufiles coi^ffeng 
our relations* with Benson. or n oc 

-BIO^PHteALDATA: % ' ?7 ^J^ZlM^ 

y- u1 Benson was born 8-4-99 in Whitney, Idaho, and was graduateofrom 
Brigham Young University in 1926 with a B.S. degree. 3ensoii^a§Ep!^q^fy of 
Agriculture frpm 1953 to 1961 under the Eisenhower Administration. As indicated 
previously, ,hefon the Governing Board of the Church of Jesus 6fe*st of La#p^av Saints, 

INFORMATION IN B^LgS: 

^> % OCT 3 ISSISce are numerous references in the files to Benson^ncI jpn Hie interest 
T of expediency his main file and recent references were reviewed. We investigated 

1 - Mr. DeLoach ^ ; 
.1 - Miss Holmes -m&0/ 
^ ELC:tmf-^ (5) 
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Benson in November, 1952, at the request. of President-elect Eisenhower, and no deroga- 
tory information was developed, ^Benson is. on the Special Correspondents 1 List, and we 
have exchanged considerable cordial correspondence with him. Benson has received 
copies of n ,Masters of Deceit" and "The 3£BI Story" autographed by the Director, and he 
was Sent a copy of the Directors new book, "A Study of Communism, " with the Director's 
personal card* He requested to see the Director on 9/18-19/61 by telegram, but was 
advised that due to prior commitments, the Director could not see him on those dates. 
Mr, DeLoach talked with Benson on 9-18-61, and JBenson w anted the Director to a ddress 
the "All -American Society, " an anticommunist group, where | | was an 

employee. This Invitation was subsequently declined. It is noted that we haye declined 
to furnish Bureau reprint material to the "AUr American Society" inyiew of the fact that 
its stated aims are open to a great deal of controversy, and we have received mail from 
members of this Society making wild remarks against indiyiduals who question the 
objectives of the group. 

In April, 1962, Benson 1 s> invitation for the Director to address the Annual 
World. Conference of .Mormons which was to meet 4/6-8/62 was declined by the Director in 
view of prior commitments* * 

An autographed copy of JBenson's book entitled "The Red Carpet" was sent 
to the Director on 4-18 -62 and was acknowledged. A review of the book reveals that the 
thenie is that the r American people" in thteir search for economic security have gradually 
permitted the Federal Government to take atfay their individual freedoms and as a result, 
it Has developed a type of creeping socialism, chatractqrized by a concentration of power 
in the Federal Government, the welfare state, and unsound fihaiicial policies which 
encourage an ever-increasing public debt; and inflation. While Benson stressed the threat 
of internal communism, he also pointed out that "I do not feel the small, hard-core of 
subversives in America so much as I do those' who do not see the danger to freedom that 
is inherent in more aiid more centralization of power in Government. " He made numerous 
, favorable references to the Director in the book and quotes extensively from ".Masters of 
Deceit" as well as from articles and. speeches by the Director. Of course, in view of 
Benson's preyious position as "S ecretary of Agricu lture, his name has been mentioned in 
recent months as a result of the case. 



According to SAC. Salt Lake City, 



Jmakes 



opposes commu nism a nd socialism in his remarks. 

is a graduate of George Was! 




umber pf speeches and strongly 
, s also on the.Sp ecial Corres- 
niLaw School, and, I 



pondents* List. 

is a great admirer of the Bureau. 
John Birch Society 

There are numerous references in Bufiles to the. John Birch Society and its 
anticommunist activities are well known. It has received much prominence in the news in 
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Jones to DeLoach Memo 
RE: Ezra Taft Benson 



recent years and is quite controversial. It was founded in December, 1958, in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, by Robert H. Welch, Jr., a retired candy manufacturer. It is 
incorporated under the. laws of the State of .Massachusetts and has chapters throughout 
the United States. It is probably the most publicized right-wing extremist group in the 
country. We have not conducted an investigation Of the Society or its founder. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That should former Secretary Benson contact the Director r s Office for an 
appointment, the Director's absence be explained and he be referred to someone in your 
office in view of the fact that he appears to want to discuss 3at length the John Birch 
Society which group he has apparently concluded is all right. 

/, 
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In the original 01 a memorandum captioned and dated as aboveggi^^nflEg sjs^ial 
Record for 3 — /4^- & ^ was reviewed and pertinent items were 
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Record for 3 — /V- was reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the Director's attention* This form has been preRqrexLi/i order th at^ 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and place 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files, 
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July 24, 1989 
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EZRA TAFTHBENSON 



Captioned individual, who you advised was bofn^ on \ 
August 4, 1899, in Whit ney „ Idaho ., was the subject" of a favorable 
^pplt ^auL in vestigation By the FBI in 1952. * Based on 
Mr. Benson 1 s ;age, no check was. conducted in the FBI Identification 
Division. : ' . : / 
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'JTSIOTE: Per request from C. Boyd en Gray, Counsel' to the President; 
at the White ..House (award). - \. \ . 



Exec AD Inv. 

Exec AD Adm 

Exec AD LES 
Asst. Dir.: 

Adm.- Servs. , 

Crinw Inv 

Ident. _ 

Intell 

Laboratory 

Legal Coun. 

Plan. & Insp. 

Rec. Mgnt. 

Tech. Servsl 

Training : 

^Public AKs, Off. _ 

eljipjione Rm 

^^Sec'y _ 




MAIL ROOM □ 





THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



July 21, 1989 



(Date) 



TO: FBI, LIAISON 

FROM: C. BOYDEN GRAY 

SUBJECT: FBI Investigations 

BENSON, EZRA TAFT 



Subject's Name J 

Date of Birth 8/4/99 



Place of Birth 'Whitney, ID 



Present Address Salt Lak ^ City, UT 



We request: 



Copy of Previous Report 



X 



^.- Name Check 
_ Expanded Name Check 
_ Full Field Investigation 
_ Limited Update 
Other 



The person named above is being considered for: 

White House Staff Position 

Presidential Appointment 



X 



Award 



Attachments: 



SF 86 

SF 87, Fingerprint Card 
SF 86, Supplement 



Remarks/ Special Instructions : 



PLEASE EXPEDITE 
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there are «ttacfiLQd 



4-22 (Rev. 9-22-87) 



Federal Burea^B Investigation 
Records/Operations Sections 
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FR UTD 



□ Name Searbhm&ynit, 4989, TL# 121 

□ Service /init, 4654, TL# 225 

□ Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 

□ Forward to Fila Rowianu WA7 Tl f 143 

□ Attention _| 

□ Return to 



Room, TL# , Ext. 



Scope of Search: (Check One) 

□ Automated Data Base - 5 & 20 

□ Aytorrtated Data Base - 5 & 30 
^Unrestricted (ADB & Inactive Index) 



Type of>Search Requested: 

□'All References (Security & Criminal) 

□ Security Search 

□ Criminal Search 

□ Main 



References Only 



Special Instructions: 

□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 

□ Buildup □ Variations 

□ Restricted to Locality of 
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AKA(s) y ^ V 



Birthdate & Place 
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Localities 
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R# Date LZSZZ Searcher Initiate 
Prod \ / ^ 



File Number Serial 
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NumerouAifereWe 
Searcn Slip 



Page 



Subject . 

R# Date_ 

Prod. 





Searcher Initials 
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File Number Serial 
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